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The Problem
In previous work Braithwaite (1975) and Wilson and Braithwaite (1977) (1955) (1976) and Braithwaite (1976: 93, 282-284) have shown that delinquency is not only related to outright failure in the school system, but also to failure to achieve the success either expected or aspired to, and perhaps also to worry about the possibility of failure. This is one reason why they argued for reduced competitiveness as a means of reducing delinquency-ameliorating absolute failure is not enough when there are various nuances of relative failure associated with delinquency. The net effect of equality of opportunity programmes is to decrease the probability that lower-class children will fail and to increase the probability of failure for middle-class children. Since middle-class children generally have higher academic aspirations, the discrepancy between aspiration and achievement will be greater for middle-class failures than for lower-class failures. Consistent with this theory, Stinchcombe ( 1964) found that middle-class children who failed at school were greater discipline problems than were working-class failures. Subsequent studies by Kelly and Balch ( 1971 ) , Kelly (1971) , Frease (1973) , and Polk et nl. (1974) (Braithwaite, 1977 (Braithwaite and Law, 1978) .
Second, in an exploratory study it is necessary to explore the unique effects of the independent variable upon each individual item.
Five of the schools were 'non-competitive' and three were 'competitive'. 'Non-competitiveness' was operationalised as the absence of a compulsory examination system or of any other method of ranking by academic merit. The non-competitive schools were institutions which were described as such by Schoenheimer (1973) .
Discussions with the staff and students at these five schools confirmed Schoenheimer's description that they were schools which lacked a system of competitive grading. Tables I and 2 show how the fathers of children from the non-competitive schools had attained both a higher educational standard and a higher occupational status. This is an important source of confounding because there is an accumulation of evidence to show that children from higher socio-economic backgrounds have lower delinquency rates (Braithwaite, 1976 Gold's (1970) (1970) , Lanphier and Faulkner (1970) , Burns (1971) , Empey et al. (1971) , Kelly (1971) , Kelly and Balch (1971) , Farrington (1973) , Frease (1973) , Gold and Mann (1973) , Hassall (1974) and Phillips (1974) . 3. Mizruchi (1964: 127) has reported that middle-class respondents experienced greater stress than lower-class respondents when confronted with limited opportunities to realize their occupational aspirations.
